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The Goddard School in Grandville, MI

Creating a Safe and Secure Place to Ensure the Best 
Childhood Preparation for Social and Academic 
Success 

When Lindsey Moore and her husband Zachary were expecting 
their first son, they began looking at childcare options where 
their baby would be very safe, lovingly nurtured and within 
a healthy learning environment customized to their son’s 
development.  They visited the local Goddard School and were 
extremely impressed with the quality of care as well as their 
program for providing the appropriate level of education at 
every age.  The Goddard School’s approach is to foster genuine 
learning through play and fun activities lovingly guided by 
highly trained teachers. The learning program is based on 
academic research that states children experience the deepest, 
most genuine learning when they are having fun. The program 
focuses on academic, social, creative and child-centered 
development to provide a well-rounded experience and ensure 
children become confident, joyful and fully prepared students.

“The F.L.E.X. Learning Program and the high 
standards for health and safety really impressed my 
husband and I. Our search for the right childcare for 
our son just happened to coincide with discussions 
we’d been having about owning our own business. 
This initiated our pursuit of options with The Goddard 
School. We also considered purchasing an existing 
school in Indiana, but later decided this was also our 
opportunity to move closer to family.” 

Lindsey Moore, Owner



Finding the Right Location

Lindsey began looking for suitable locations in the Grand 
Rapids area – specifically where there was an unmet need for 
the high standards that The Goddard School offers, the right 
demographics, and anticipated growth. Southwest Grand 
Rapids seemed to meet all the criteria. They also worked closely 
with Goddard Systems as they considered building options and 
locations and found the property owned by First Companies.

“We took several months to work through all of the potential 
locations and options, but I really felt this was the ideal 
place to start our business. It is convenient to many 
neighboring cities, across from The Metro Health Village with 
easy access to major roads and the highway. Many people 
come through the area for the conveniences it offers.”  
LIndsey Moore, Owner

Ensuring a Successful Outcome

After working through the details, Lindsey decided to hire 
First Companies to build the facility she now leases from the 
company.  It was a “build to suit” project with requirements 
to meet the high quality and safety standards of The Goddard 
School.  First Companies worked with the Moore family to 
refine the Goddard drawings to work well as a transitional 
“residential to commercial” building. This helped to reduce 
overall project costs without compromising the quality of the 
final product.

After the upfront planning was complete, Lindsey worked 
alongside the First Companies’ team on the interior and exterior 
selections to create the environment she envisioned, as well 
as ensure good performance given the building’s use. The 
classroom sizes, setup and fixtures all followed the Goddard 
guidelines.  The overall layout and design not only provided 
a fun, creative and comfortable learning environment for the 
children, but also allowed Lindsey to comply with regulations 
and maximize the space for her business.

The Goddard School
Ensuring the best childhood preparation for social and academic success

Fenced playgrounds keep the children safe while allowing 
them to see and learn about their surroundings.

Hallway colors and content on the walls reinforce the 
school’s mission and cirriculum, while creating a fun, 
creative learning environment.
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The well-equipped and designed kitchen allows for safe food 
preparation and storage.



“First Companies worked with Goddard 
to gain a full understanding of the 
requirements of the school, and took care 
of obtaining all city approvals and permits. 
From the beginning, the company was very 
helpful and diligent in following The Goddard School’s high 
standards. The project management team was excellent to 
work with – very helpful and responsive at all times. They 
went above and beyond in so many areas.”  Lindsey Moore

“This project was unique in that we needed to continually 
keep in mind the building’s use by small children ranging 
in size and age. We looked at the space through the eyes 
of those who would be using the facility. This included tiny 
bathroom fixtures that increased in size throughout the 
classrooms with the children’s age. And, of course, safety 
was paramount in everything we did.”  FCI Project Manager

First Companies worked with Goddard Systems on specified 
security surveillance systems, equipment and furniture layouts. 
Detailed playground specifications were followed, with site 
preparation that enabled Goddard Systems to complete the 

installation as quickly as possible. Perimeter 
fencing ensured security with transparency 
to see outside the fenced area, which also 
facilitates teaching moments for students as 
they observe traffic, vehicles on the streets, 
and life outside the school.

While overall the project went very smoothly, the team did face 
a bit of a challenge when pouring concrete in the very cold 
winter months; however, a solution was found to thaw the 
ground so the foundation could be completed. Keeping the 
project on time was very critical due to the school’s marketing 
plans for new families.

“I was warned to expect delays typical of so many 
construction projects, but First Companies assured me they 
would be on time. I would absolutely recommend them 
to others, especially now with their understanding of The 
Goddard School. It has been a very positive experience. First 
Companies was able to find solutions, solve problems and 
push forward to keep everything on 
schedule.”

Lindsey Moore, Owner
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