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ETO MAGNETIC CORP. Achieves Goals in New 
Building

Headquartered in Germany, ETO MAGNETIC CORP. 

came to the Grand Rapids area in 2005.  The company’s 

products check, control and move technical processes, 

making ETO MAGNETIC actuators and sensors critical 

components for the automotive industry.  Today, the 

products produced in Michigan are primarily used in 

passenger cars.

Prior to moving to their new 

location, ETO MAGNETIC leased 

two buildings on Patterson, near 

the airport.

ETO MAGNETIC CORP.



4380 Brockton Drive Southeast, Suite 1, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49512 
Phone: 616.698.5000  |  Web: FirstCompanies.com

ETO MAGNETIC CORP.
Proactive planning to achieve their vision for the future

They investigated connecting the two to meet their growing 

needs, but did not find a viable, long-term solution. The 

company’s goals were to consolidate all their operations 

under one roof, ensure cleanliness in the production area 

for the highest quality products, and create a great work 

environment for their employees.

“As our local operations continued to grow, we had to start 
evaluating our space needs and looking for the right place 
to support our current and future building requirements.  
We started with a list of fifteen different possibilities and 
narrowed it down to five. This location was ideal for many 
reasons. The land will enable us to double our footprint 
in the future. Also, we designed the building to allow 
for expansion, and it is right down the street from the 
previous location, ensuring retention of our employees.”  
Michael Ignaczak, President, ETO MAGNETIC CORP.

In the early planning stage, ETO MAGNETIC CORP. executives 

determined it was time to purchase and construct their own 

building versus leasing again. They carefully projected their 

future space requirements and considered how to ensure 

room to grow as their needs changed. The building needed 

to separate shipping, receiving and warehousing from the 

production floor to ensure a high degree of cleanliness 

and eliminate the possibility of contamination. They also 

wanted a highly efficient building that was good for both the 

environment and their budget. This included a white TPO roof 

and LED lighting throughout.

“Once we decided we needed to move, we began looking 
at local construction companies. We searched the internet 
and I had seen some of the First Companies signs in this 
area. We ended up with a short list of three companies to 
interview and choose from. We chose First Companies.  
The team did a very good job helping us with up-front 
considerations and planning. They confirmed that the land 
we had chosen would be suitable for building and future 
expansion. We’ve had a good relationship with them 
from day one, and I really appreciated their complete 
transparency throughout the 
process.”
Michael Ignaczak, President, 
ETO MAGNETIC CORP

Open space, clean lines, and a simple interior reflect 
the building and design standards set at the company’s 
headquarters in Germany. Every area is well-planned to 
create an efficent workflow and great environment for ETO 
MAGNETIC CORP. employees. 
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Today, ETO MAGNETIC CORP. has settled into a beautiful 

82,000 square foot building on a 20-acre site with 24,000 

square feet of finished office space. The building is fully 

air-conditioned, including manufacturing and warehouse 

areas, and features load-bearing precast construction with 

conventional steel frame and membrane roof. Increased 

electrical loads ensure capacity for current manufacturing needs 

as well as anticipated future demands.

The project was completed as planned and there were no 

major challenges or issues encountered along the way. In fact, 

ETO MAGNETIC employees moved in ahead of schedule. The 

planned completion was January 2017, but the company took 

possession and completed their move before Christmas of 

2016.  All work was finished on time and on budget per the 

plan.

“We have quite a few architects in the family and my 
wife also has experience in real estate. I understand the 
construction process well and knew what to look out for.  
We are all very pleased with the building and the way First 
Companies delivered on their commitments throughout the 
project. I would definitely recommend them to others.  In 
fact, I already have. We built a trusted relationship with 
them through open, honest dialog. First Companies always 
treated us well and I appreciate that.
 Michael Ignaczak, President, ETO MAGNETIC CORP.

The shipping and receiving area is now separate from both the warehouse and production floor ensuring utmost 
cleanliness and no contamination in the manufacturing area.



When asked what advice he would give to others looking to 

undertake a similar construction project, Michael noted the 

importance of up-front planning.

“Thorough planning early on is essential for eliminating 
headaches and costly changes later.  I believe we did a 
good job of this. You must consider the whole package 
and all aspects of the building, including things like 
connectivity requirements and information technology (IT) 
infrastructure.  Also, we found it very helpful to visit the 
First Companies office to see examples of things we might 

want to use in our building. Their office was built to be a 
showroom to help customers evaluate options and see 
samples as part of the selection process.”
Michael Ignaczak, President, ETO MAGNETIC CORP.

YOUR SPACE, OUR BUSINESS
CONSTRUCTION | REAL ESTATE | PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
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Office employees also enjoy plenty of light and space in their work environment as well, with plenty of room for future 
growth on the second level. The office areas include work and storage rooms, a large breakroom and kitchenette.


